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Italian Roast Coffee, Our Famous Italian Donuts,  
Pastries and Sandwiches & More! 

New curated italian specialty grocery offering  
and expanded hours at Hotel Dylan location

Caffé 
Downtown Woodstock 
83 Mill Hill Rd Suite D, Woodstock, NY
7:30am to 3:30pm, 7 Days

Caffé 
Rt 28 @ Hotel Dylan 
(At Base of Hotel Dylan & Maverick Rd) 
1802 B Rt 28, Woodstock, NY
7:30am to 12:30pm, Thursday - Monday

housthardware.com

4 Mill Hill Rd.
Woodstock, NY

845.679.2115

Protect your hard
work and plants 
with food safe
local products

that care about
you and our 
community.

Are you ready for
summer seedlings

to be planted
in the garden?

Are your raised
beds prepared

for the weather?
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www.herzogs.com • 151 Plaza Road, Kingston, NY • (845) 338-6300

Welcome

Organic Products

Get your Frequent 
Buyer Card!

ProvenWinners.com
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Lessons from 
the garden

Imagine the possibilities

by Carol Graham

“L
ook deep into nature 
and you will under-
stand everything bet-
ter,” said Albert Einstein.

Gardening has always eluded me. 
Not the gardens themselves, but the 
work to make them. I have gone out 
of my way to see them — Brooklyn, 
the Bronx, London, Giverny, and 
more, but no gardener am I.

I am lucky, though, to know people 
who create gardens and allow me to 
visit. I know that there are lessons 
in the gardens. Taking time to listen 
and look deep for those lessons is 
what I can do these days. That has 
to be enough.

#1 Patience

“Everything that slows us down and 
forces patience, everything that sets 
us back into the slow circles of nature, 
is a help. Gardening is an instrument 
of grace,” said May Sarton.

Dean Riddle, a Hudson Valley 
garden designer, has been creating 
and caring for beautiful gardens over 
many years, primarily in settings not 
his own. He carefully considers the 
surroundings, the architecture and 
the landscape. He brings a well-ed-
ucated and acutely tuned knowledge 
to each project. I have seen a great 
deal of his work over the last decade, 
each one more beautiful than the last.

This year I was introduced to a 
Phoenicia garden that he was a part 
of in its initial stages more than 20 
years ago, and then turned over by 
him to its owners for care and culti-
vation thereafter.

He still knows this garden inti-
mately and speaks of its beginnings DION OGUST
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845.338.6322 / UlsterSavings.com
Locations in Dutchess, Ulster, and Orange Counties

2022

Whether you’re looking to make home improvements, start a new business, 
pay for a child’s education, or consolidate debt, a home equity loan or line of 
credit may be the right solution for you. 

Access the 
Equity in 
Your Home 
with US. 

Remodel. Renovate. Restore.

There is no obligation to inquire. 
Depending on your situation, 

little as three weeks! Why wait?

• No application fee
• No annual maintenance fee
• No prepayment penalty
• Interest may be tax-deductible*

• Award-winning customer service
• 173 years of serving the community

NMLS# 619306 |  Equal Housing Lender | Member FDIC 
*Please contact your tax advisor to determine eligibility for a tax deduction.
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Hudson Valley Living
Home, Lawn & Garden

HOT TUBS & POOLSHOT TUBS & POOLS
SALES & SERVICESALES & SERVICE

• HOT TUBS  • POOLS
• LINERS

• COMPLETE SPA
AND POOL CHEMICALS

• REPLACEMENT HOT 
TUB COVERS

• FREE WATER ANALYSIS

• POOL FILTERS & PUMPS

• CHLORINE/SALT GENERATOR

• POOL HEATERS

• SPA, POOL REPAIR 
AND SERVICE

• WINTER SAFETY COVERS

2917 ROUTE 9W, SAUGERTIES
845-246-0666   

CLEARWATER 
SPAS

STARLIGHT 
HOT TUBS

 REPLACEMENT LINERS ON 
IN-GROUND AND ABOVE GROUND POOLS

 ABOVE GROUND POOL SALES!
Order Your’s TODAY to Enjoy a Summer Long Oasis!

TRY OUR 
ALL NATURAL 

HOT TUB 
SANITIZER!

VISIT 
OUR NEW 
LOCATION!

and its evolution since. The arborvitae 
columns towering above the roofline just 
outside the door to Roger Griffith and 

Tomoya Minowa’s 1930s bungalow were 
once not more than five feet tall. When 
he planted them two decades ago. Dean 

envisioned their current stature. Having 
to wait, Roger and Tomoya focused on 
other areas, experimenting elsewhere 
in the garden.

DION OGUST
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Soak in the healing power of nature. Escape the city 
and enjoy life in a mountain oasis just two hours from 

New York City. Create Your Own Getaway.

FOREST BATHING • HIKING • MEDITATION • SOUND BATHS

 PRIVATE YOGA • BONFIRE • DEWA SPA • FARM TO TABLE MENU 

WWW.MENLA.US  |   845.688.6897
  SPONSORED BY TIBET HOUSE US, THE DALAI LAMA’S TIBETAN CULTURAL CENTER IN AMERICA
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Antique Fair and Flea Market
May 4th and May 5th, 2024
Oct. 19th & Oct. 20th, 2024

at the Washington County Fairgrounds • Rte. 29, Greenwich, NY
(12 mi. East of Saratoga Springs, NY)

$5 admission
Old-Fashioned Antique Show 

featuring 200+ dealers, free 
parking, great food, and real 

bathrooms.
($10 - Early Buyers -  
 Fridays before show)

$100 - Dealer Spaces 
Still Available:

FAIRGROUND SHOWS NY
PO Box 528, Delmar, NY 12054
www.fairgroundshows.com
fairgroundshows@aol.com

Ph. 518-331-5004

A few years ago, 
Roger scattered 
bulbs randomly 
around the yard, 
and planted them 
where they landed. 
This year they had 
become a delight-
fully free-spirited 
array throughout the lawn.

Some trees were planted, and others 
were removed. Rock paths and natural 
branches create boundaries. Time hap-

pens, and so does 
life. Patience is a 
perspective.

#2 Trust

“W a t c h i n g 
something grow 
is good for mo-
rale. It helps us 

believe in life,” wrote Myron Kaufman.
Those arborvitae, along with every 

corner of the gardens that flowered this 
year, are a testimony to the idea that 
things mostly work out well. Roger and 
Tomoya were enjoying not only the ben-
efits of their hard work -- which it was 
and continues to be -- but of their faith 
in the outcome.

Plant seeds and bulbs. Imagine the 
possibilities. Wait. Watch what happens. 
Be willing to trust in the good.

#3 Disappointment/humility

“There is no gardening without humil-
ity. Nature is constantly sending even 
its oldest scholars to the bottom of the 
class for some egregious blunder,” said 
Alfred Austin

Kali Rosenblum has two very distinct 
Bearsville gardens. The garden in her 

PHOTOS BY DION OGUST

Everything that slows us down and forces 
patience, everything that sets us back 
into the slow circles of nature, is a help. 
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Recovered
for truck

accident victim

Recovered for
construction worker
exposed to asbestos

Recovered
for our
clients

$1 Billion     $32 Million    $7 Million

If you have been injured, contact your hometown lawyer: Joe Belluck. 
He specializes in car, truck and motorcycle crashes, construction accidents,

slip and fall cases, work injuries, asbestos cancers like mesothelioma,
medical malpractice and dangerous products. 

Joe will meet with you for free in your home or at his Woodstock office.
He guarantees personalized representation from a local lawyer with a national reputation.

He can help you recover money for medical bills, lost wages and other damages. 
Call Joe Now For Your Free Consultation

Joseph W. Belluck

National Reputation.

back yard is highly curated: “domesti-
cated.”

She began it with lots of enthusiasm 
and a very creative imagination when 
she and her husband bought their house 

many years ago. She experimented with 
interesting plants and beautiful flow-
ers, which often thrived and sometimes 
didn’t. It was disappointing to her to 
work and wait, to be attentive and car-

ing, and to wait some more, only to see 
them wither.

She armed herself with questions. 
Answers were revealed. Sometimes the 
problem was location or soil. Sometimes 
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it seemed to be fate. Kali learned 
to live with the disappointment. 
In a garden, it is better to embrace 
disappointment and move on to 
more successful endeavors.

These days, Kali’s labor has been 
mostly rewarded. From her cherry 
and crabapple trees to the potted 
tulips that spend winters wrapped 
up in the dark to burst forth in 
spring, to the exquisite ground 
cover that adorns the rock shelf 
that is an immovable part of her 
lawn, Kali has let those times of 
disappointment lead her to other 
lessons important to a dedicated 
gardener.

#4 Acceptance

Wisely said Doug Larsen, “A 
weed is a plant that has mastered 
every survival skill except for 
learning how to grow in rows.”

Kali’s other garden, her wood-
land garden, was an experiment 
from the very start. Her interest 
in native plants derived from the 
disappointments she’d weathered 
in her back-yard arboretum. 
Research provided options that 
seemed ideal for the ecosystem 
already thriving behind her house 
and yard. Letting go is the biggest 
part of acceptance.

She planted Virginia bluebells 
and heuchera, among other things 
— amidst ferns and anemones 
— in the soil on the hill sloping 
away from her home. Now they 
are everywhere, growing out of 
rocks and in areas not adjacent at 

all to the stone steps they were supposed 
to frame. What hand was their guide? 
Wind? Water? Birds? God? It’s a lovely 
and courageous chaos awaiting edits that 
you find in a garden like this, no matter 
how or why it happened.

#5 Gratitude

“Isn’t it enough that a garden is beauti-
ful without having to believe that there 
are fairies at the bottom of it?” asked 
Douglas Adams. 

There are life lessons in the garden, if one 
seeks them. It’s a rewarding exercise for 
a thoughtful viewer. But do I always have 
to add something to appreciate its worth? 
Sometimes I know to be grateful that I 
can look — just look — and it’s enough.

A t e l i e r  R e n é e
f i n e  f r a m i n g

The  Choco l a t e  Fa c t o r y  
54  E l i zabe t h  S t r e e t ,  R ed  Hook ,  New  Yo r k

Tue sday  t h r ough  Sa t u rday  by  appo i n tmen t

e - m a i l  ~ 
r e n e e @ a t e l i e r r e n e e f i n e f r a m i n g . c o m

845.758.1004

PHOTOS BY DION OGUST
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FURNITURE
FABULOUS

Live edge 
furniture. 
Robots. 
Space age art.
Car creations.

Open Wednesday 
thru Sunday. And 

sometimes Monday!

(845) 750 3035

Rt 28 Boiceville NY
(845) 750 3035

fabulousfurnitureon28.com

•
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Betting your hedges
With shears in hand, the gardener is the original autocrat.

by Rokosz Most

A hedgehog is to a hedge 
what a viper is to a viper 
pit. Only when one under-
stands what a hedge really is 

can one then picture in the mind what 

sort of creature a hedgehog really is.
Consider the truth of the hedgerow, the 

truth of the cause of the hedgerow, the 
truth of the end of the hedgerow, and the 
truth of the path that leads to the end of 
the hedgerow. Then again consider the 
hedgerow.

At its most rudimentary, a hedge — tall 
or short, leafy and branch-firm, box-
shaped and continuous – is never just 
one solitary shrub. It is a collection of 
individual shrubs brought into line.

A well-clipped hedge, then. is the prod-
uct of a species of authoritarian mind. 

Furniture, Lighting, Home 

Decor, Tabletops, Accessories, 

Custom Window Treatments, 

Curtains, Reupholstery, Window 

Shades & Blinds, Wallpaper, 

Designer Fabrics, Area Rugs, 

Skincare, Bath & Body Products, 

Fragrances & Gifts

Marigold

INTERIOR DESIGN
& FURNISHINGS

HOME

KINGSTON | RHINEBECK

845-338-0800
www.marigold-home.com

ROKOSZ MOST

A stegodile topiary found at Ireland Corners
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WINE TASTINGS 
Fri. 4 -7pm & Sat. 1-4 pm 

EVERYDAY IS SENIOR 
DISCOUNT DAY!

Curbside and Delivery Available 
(Contact Store for Details)

TOAST TO SPRING!

OVER $1 BILLION IN SALES | 8 REGIONAL OFFICES
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

149 Ridge Road
Schenevus, NY 12155

Corey D. Marikovics
LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

607-427-8818 c.
Corey.Marikovics@TimberlandProperties.net

3 Beds | 3 Baths | 2,180 sqft
8 Acres, 3 Car Garage, 3 Stall Amish Barn!

$329,000

2739 Peakes Brook Road
Delhi, NY 13753

Robert Dillon
LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

646-229-8044 c.
Robert.Dillon@TimberlandProperties.net

4 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,148 sqft
6 Acres, ¾ Acre Spring-Fed Pond, 2 Large 

Barns, 5 minutes to the village of Delhi!

$435,000

4489 State Highway 12
Oxford, NY 13830

Pauline Trottier
LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

607-244-9368 c.
Polly.Trottier@TimberlandProperties.net

2 Beds | 1 Bath | 1,309 sqft
Fenced-in backyard and numerous updates!

$169,900

46 High Street
Walton, NY 13856

Stephen Kaminsky
LICENSED ASSOCIATE BROKER & BRANCH MANAGER

607-353-2047 c.
SKaminsky@TimberlandProperties.net

3 Beds | 2 Bath | 1,250 sqft
Walton Village Home, Hardwood Floors, 

Updated Bathrooms, Classic Charm!

$185,000

we are the in catskill real estate!ee

 Auto, Home, 
Business & Life
DevineInsurance.com

(845) 255-7806
58 N Chestnut St.

New Paltz
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More orderly walls is what 
the world needs.

A similar effect is gained 
by holding soldiers, or-
dered into rank and file, 
at attention, spiritually 
anticipating a command 
for parade rest that never 
comes. Squads become 
platoons and platoons be-
come companies standing 
at attention, perfectly still, 
the individual frozen into 
conformity. A well-ordered 
hedge.

With shears in hand, the 
gardener is the original au-
tocrat. Plants of the earth, 
do as thou art bidden.

The canon has it that 

hedges are the sound 
demonstration of good 
taste and well-bred 
restraint. Their possession 
and maintenance 
represents enlightened 
principles which shouldn’t 
have to be explained, 
for explaining is vulgar. 
Correcting is fine. Not 
pry-vussy, darling, prih-
vissy.

Opportunistic social climbers use 
hedges to improve their own prospects, 

slithering always upwardly through the 
sturdy scaffolding erected within and 
without. Living parasitically in order 

to climb to an undeserved 
reward, giving nothing in re-
turn for the sunlight which 
they have not earned and 
certainly don’t deserve. If 
think thou must, think of 
the Great Gatsby’s striving 
in West Egg. 

Rip the vines out by the 
roots when they’re young, 
or rue the way that has been 
prepared for them with com-
passion and progressive-
ness. Some plants are better 
than others. Vines in hedges 
result in an unkempt, trashy 
effect and ruins the put-
together, well-maintained 
look a hedge owner should 
strive for. Keep striving.

What does your hedge say 
about you? No, really. What 
does it say?

Is it that you have hard and 
fast boundaries? That your 
home is a sanctuary and not 
a noisy brothel? So that con-
versations with houseguests 
can commence unimpeded, 
even breezes should be po-
lite. A dense, tall hedge will 
drink up an inappropriate 

wind and diffuse it amongst its leaves 
or needles. Or thorns.

Despite its favor among the blue-

blooded, a hedge may yet be a tool of 
subversion.

For those confronting the banal and 
tedious made flesh in the form of munici-
pal restrictions regarding fence height, 
discover an ally in the cultivation of a 
hedge. There is no limit to the height 
a tree may grow and trees may also 
be combined hedge-wise, in this way, 
another exasperating example of the 
bureaucratic instinct to meddle and be 
praised can be ignored.

Like Alice, recite:

“How doth the little hedgehog smirk,
to see his leafy bower,
dripping nectar all night long,
regardless of the flower,

As useless regulations dim,
a satisfying flush arises,
with every petty tyrant gored,
we make do with our devices.”

Don’t Know Where to Return Your Bottles?

  BOTTLE
  REDEMPTION
  CENTER

We have machines that count your bottles 
so you get ALL your money back!

Open: 7 Days 9 am - 7 pm
85 Murray Street, Kingston, NY 12401

Locally Owned and Operated

ROKOSZ MOST

A book lizard topiary reading outside of Gardiner Library
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Unusual Hanging Baskets • Exotic Cactus

Perennials • Annuals • Ferns • Herbs

Fresh Vegetables in Season • and Much Much More!

2050 Sawkill-Ruby Rd., Kingston NY 12401

Take Sawkill Road exit off Route 209, go north ½ mile

COME & SEE THE GROWER

www.Buzzancogreenhouses.com

OPEN EVERYDAY 10 am - 5pm

GREAT SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES
Olympic sized indoor arena

Climate controlled viewing area

Riding Lessons 
Therapeutic Riding for Children and Adults

www.horsesforachange.org      |      Esopus, NY      |      (845) 384-6424h f h

21A Colonial Drive, New Paltz
1 AND 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

3 - 12 Month Leasing Terms • Pets Welcome! • Pool & Laundry on Site

Please Call: 845-255-6171

A hedge is all of these things and more. 
One can get lost in a veritable maze of 
hedgerows if one tries. Forsythia, burning 
bush, Arborvitae shrubs. And the Roman 
emperor of hedges, Buxus Sempervirens, 
known as boxwood.

But square or rectangular, stately 
hedgerows need not be the end-all, be-all.

Interrupted in her sunshine walk 

through the Rondout, Eugenie Dal-
land, writer and fashion eye, suggests 
that the hedge is not necessarily clas-
sist, but that it all lies instead in its 
function.

“Depends on how they’re used, for 
sure,” muses Dalland. “Because they can 

HABERWASH
PRESSURE WASHING

& EXTERIOR
PAINTING

& STAINING
Residential and Commercial
Specializing in decks, fences, 

roofs, driveways, patios.
FREE ESTIMATES, FULLY INSURED

ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
Contact Jason Habernig

845-331-4966, 845-249-8668
visit my website: Haberwash.com

HABERW
PRESS

& EX
PA

Residential and Co
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certainly be used as a means of keeping 
someone out. I think it depends on the 
context and whose hedges they are. On 
the one hand, it has this probably pejora-
tive social function, but then the other 
side is awesome autodidactic art. The 
person to ask would be my mom. She 
would make bushes and trees into the 
shape of rabbits and cats. She knows all 
about hedges.”

Dalland recalls living as a child in a 
Brooklyn brownstone. Her mother had 
shaped a yew bush into a bunny rabbit. 
and a tree into a peacock.

Dalland’s mother, Mimi Stafford, 

painter and candlelight enthusiaist. 
confirms her artistry.

“There was a little front garden near 
the steps,” she says. “And on one side, 
there was a Japanese holly, which is an 
evergreen with very small leaves. Because 
it was a brownstone, the whole back of it 
backed up onto my neighbor, and it had 
been clipped straight so that it looked like 
half a tree. So I saw a peacock in it. And 
so I got a ladder out and started to clip it.”

Underneath the peacock stood a yew.
“You know that book called Goodnight 

Moon? It’s a children’s book, but in it 
there’s a rabbit. I used that rabbit as 
a model. And it’s a rabbit upright. He 
walks, this rabbit. And then I cut him the 
same way. Maybe it took two summers or 
two growing seasons to get it right. And 
then all the kids would come, and, you 
know, suddenly they’d see a rabbit and 
you’d hear them exclaiming outside. So 
I always loved to cut topiary.”

“Topiary” is the official word for the 
subversion of the stolidly composed 

hedge, composing with leaves expres-
sions strange and surprising, familiar 
or fantastical, uncanny or unsettling, 
for purposes of concealment or orna-
mentation.

JEFF COLLINS STONE SUPPLY
YOUR #1 SUPPLIER FOR NATURAL STONE

For Walls, Walkways and Patios • Treads, Hearths and Veneers
Bluestone • Fieldstone • Waterfall • Belgum Block

Garden Soils • Mulches • Crushed Stone & More

ORGANIC GARDEN SOIL, 
COMPOST AND MULCHES
PICK UP OR DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Great Prices... Great Quality

23 YEARS AND STILL ROCKIN’

29 Riseley Rd, Mt Tremper, NY

845-688-7423
jeffcollinsstonesupply.com

ROKOSZ MOST

A hedge is never just one shrub.

FINE HOUSE
PAINTING

— 20 Years experience —
Specializing in Interior Painting
Free estimates • Reasonable rates

PABLO SHINE
845-532-6587

pabloshine@gmail.com
www.PabloShine.com
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All Phases of Mechanical Repairs
Tune-Ups • Tires • Brakes • Oil Changes

24 Hour Towing

J&H Tire & Auto
138 Cornell Street • Kingston, NY • 339-5435

Memorial Day SALE

SERVING 
THE AREA 
FOR OVER 
70 YEARS!

• Exhaust 
Systems

• Clutches 
• Brakes 

• Shocks 
• Fuel Pumps 
• Catalytic 

Converters 

• Water Pumps
• Plugs & 

Points
• Rebuilt Parts

• Distributors, 
Rotors

• Belts, Hoses, 
Filters

• Batteries
• Wipers, 

Lights

39 St. James St., Kingston
(845) 331-7500

Open 6 Days • Closed Sundays

eries
ers, 
s

GET READY FOR YOUR SUMMER VACATIONS!GET READY FOR YOUR SUMMER VACATIONS!
Foreign and Domestic • Wholesale • Retail • Auto & Truck

Whatever you drive... We’ve got the parts!
Voted #1 Auto Parts Store in the Mid Hudson Valley Choice Awards!

Lynch Auto Parts
Our new web site lynchautoparts.com

Lynch Lynch 
 Auto  Auto 
PartsParts

Happy 
Happy 

Memorial 

Memorial 

DayDay

Complete Auto Body Repair • Foreign & Domestic

845-687-7868845-687-7868
1032 Berme Rd, High Falls, NY

omCommplete Auto Body Repair F i & D

Happy Happy MemorialMemorial Day! Day!

Auto/Truck Repair • Heavy Truck Repair
Equipment Repair • 24 Hour Towing/Recovery

Happy Memorial Day!Day!

Mike Koskie, Owner
(845) 338-1377  |  Cell: (845) 417-5869

3059 Route 32, Kingston, NY 12401

Trailer Sales 

& Repairs!
Truck Caps & Accessories

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTruckSales

car care

Stafford had heat pumps installed 

some years back. The decision was 
based on ethical considerations, but 
right away brought her aesthetic 
remorse.

“They’re very unattractive inside and 
out,” says Mimi, “And some of them are 
plopped right up against my garden. But 
you can surround them with a hedge. So I 
thought to do first a hedge of boxwood. I 
put these in a few years ago. And I wanted 
to cut the suits of the cards — spade, 
heart, diamond — but I think I’m going 
to have to take them out.”

A plant may mildew. It may rust. It may 
suffer smut. Stafford’s boxwood has been 
blighted, a sort of plant plague. The blight 
is killing the boxwood, says Stafford, and 
there’s no cure for it.

For reference, picture in the mind’s 
eye another variety of blight, that of 
the hemlock woolly adilgid, The blight 
resembles ash fallen from a nearby for-
est fire, settled over tree branches, in 
between the needles clumped up like 
snow. The specific blight affecting the 
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Serving Breakfast and Lunch, Thursday -Sunday 9 am - 2 pm
All ingredients are Fresh and Local.

Gluten Free and Vegan options available. Home made Pastries.
Call for Catering.

Great Lunch and Breakfast!
— Hudson Valley Magazine

27 Broadway, Kingston  |  (845) 339-0921

boxwoods is not just in the Northeast. 
It has spread.

“Oh, no, it came up from the South,” 
insists Stafford, “because all bad things, 
according to the Yankee mentality, have.”

Stafford doesn’t want to use a fungicide. 
Undoubtedly it’s poison. To avoid the 
blight of the boxwood, Stafford considers 
her options.

“I’m looking at the Japanese holly that 
I made the peacock out of,” she says. 
“And then inkberry holly is the other 
one I have my eyes on. There’s also dwarf 
evergreen azalea. And yew. But the deer 
like it. That’s the problem.”

Down south in Gardiner, Keith 

Buesing, landscaper and topiary artist, 
swears still by boxwoods. “The variety I 
most use is a Winter Gem. and I’ve had 
pretty good luck with that,” says Bues-
ing.

Buesing is a well-regarded quantity 
in Gardiner for his skill in landscaping, 
as well as for his topiary deviance, his 
dramatic treatment of hedges, A few of 
his topiary offerings currently inhabit 
hillsides and adorn properties around 
town.

“At the front of the Gardner Library, 
there’s a topiary lizard reading a book,” 

says Buesing. “And there’s another one 
at Ireland Corners. It’s a much bigger 
sort of crocodilian type of a lizard. That 
one’s slightly worse for wear, being in 
the place and position where it is. One 
of its hands have been run over but it’s 
still pretty impressive.”

The advantage of doing reptiles, 
Buesing says, is that they’re low to the 
ground. A lizard can be built pretty quick-
ly. Bigger plants for the body, smaller ones 
for the limbs. When you start out a little 
big, you can immediately trim your plant 
down to shape it up pretty well.

Born and raised into the nursery and 
landscaping business, Buesing has 
mastered an art that is an outgrowth of 
his experience with maintaining plants 
in general.

“They need to be trimmed, otherwise 
stuff will turn into a jungle,” he says, “so if 
you’re working on stuff and you’re annu-
ally trimming something, you know, into 
a level hedge, or a sphere, or something 
like that, then after a while at least my 
mind started to say, Well, if I can make 
this shape, why not make some other 
shape? One thing leads to another, you 
know, and that’s basically the progres-
sion there.”

The big lizard on the hillside at Ireland 
Corners with the stegosaurus spikes on 
its back and the open mouth with teeth 
and tongue is shaped from English yew 
(Taxus).

Buesing confirms Stafford’s observa-
tion. “The only problem with using it is 
that is that deer love Taxus,” says Buesing.

“Have you ever heard of a guy 

named Earl Fryar?” asks Dalland. “He’s 
incredible.”

Revered master of abstract topiary in 
his South Carolina garden, Fryar ahapes, 

snips and shears bushes, shrubs and trees 
to be anything but representational.

Curved and slender, menacing and 
tilted, a concentric bowl fountain is 
stacked into a shape that defies simple 
explanation. The occasional dome or orb 
often tapers off into odd cotton-candy 
wisps or terraced arrangements.

Hundreds of topiaries live in Fryar’s 
garden.

“He’s a total autodidact,” says Dalland. 
“He started on his own trimming the 
hedges in his back yard and turned them 
into works of art. I mean, you can’t fea-
ture a hedge in a museum. But his work 
is recognized.”

In the post-modern movement of 

topiary as in every post-modern 
movement, forms have been dispensed 
with as though formlessness was itself 
an inspired improvement. A dead end 
appears to have been reached in the 
maze of creation. Backtracking becomes 
necessary so that new combinations 
can be created. The initial offerings are 
indistinguishable from the efforts of an 
amateur, they say, only attempted with 
a master’s eye.

As form returns, the combinations of 
the possible multiply.

Enter through a leafy doorway into a 
ceiling-less room with four stiff leafy 
walls. Sit in a leafy chair. Contemplate 
the clouds. Hang a painting. Decorate 
with topiary objects. Ornamental shrubs, 
clipped, trimmed, tied, dreams which 
look alive. They are alive.

“Oh, that’s wonderful,” says Stafford. 
“You could get all sorts of found objects 
and hang them on the walls.” 

After the flash of the post-modernist 
stab fades, the pendulum swings back to 
an appreciation for what has come before. 
Tradition. Convention, sturdy and solid. 
Let the trees and shrubs choose their 
shapes, amplify and augment what they 
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themselves want to do.
“People use them decoratively,” says 

Staford. “I know one in New Orleans that 
I took a picture of that’s in tiers. That 
gives it a French look. I mean, the French 
were big on topiary, but far more formal.”

Stafford says French topiary is less play-
ful than English. “A chess set outside and 
animals running across the lawn,” says 
Stafford. “That’s not too French.”

Towering spears taller than a 

house of what look like arborvitae border 
an old property on the intersection 
of Route 32 and Dewitt Mills Road, 
Impressive and beautiful, impenetrable 
and private, unmistakably aristocratic 
but totally functional, two built-up 
living hedges flank a stone stairway, 
A stone bench is nearby, but no water 
basin is in sight.

What do your hedges say about you?
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Mow down 
the competition

Top ten lawn games for Hudson Valley back yards

by Zac Shaw

D
o you know where the grass 
is always greener? Under a 
lawn game.

Here in the Hudson Valley, 
our spacious back yards and abundant 
parks make it the perfect playground for 
outdoor fun. Lawn games are a fantastic 
way to enjoy the summer, and a treasured 
tradition in these parts. A Hudson Valley 
home is practically incomplete without 
a game to play in the yard.

In an age dominated by screen time, 
lawn games are the perfect antidote. They 
keep people engaged and bring friends 
and family together in a way that social 

media just can’t compete with. So get 
ready to ditch the devices and dive into 
some real-world fun with our roundup 
of the top ten lawn games for Hudson 
Valley summers.

We’ve broken our top ten picks down 
into three categories below: Toss and aim 

games, net and ball games, and precision 
and strategy games.

Toss and aim games
Bocce ball

With origins in ancient Rome, bocce 
ball has been a beloved pastime for 
centuries. This Italian classic spread 
throughout Europe and eventually made 
its way to America. You’ll find the highest 
concentration of bocce-ball players if you 
connect with the area’s Italian culture 
organizations such as the Italian Center 
of Poughkeepsie or the Ulster County 
Italian-American Foundation — but you 
also don’t have to leave your back yard 
to enjoy this simple and satisfying lawn 
game. It’s actually making a comeback, 
with more Google searches about the 
game every year since the search engine 
began.

Playing with eight large balls (four per 

Fully Insured Free Estimates

(845) 532-2999 @CanopyTreeLLC

Adam Watson Certified Arborist
AdamWatson@CanopyTreeLLC.com

CanopyTreeLLC.com

The potential to end up in the hospital made lawn darts even cooler to 
some kids.
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team) and a smaller target ball called 
the pallino, players take turns tossing 
their balls, aiming to get as close to the 
pallino as possible. Points are awarded 
based on proximity to the pallino, and 
the first team to reach a predetermined 
score, usually 12 or 16, wins.

Whether you’re a seasoned player or a 
newbie, bocce offers a perfect blend of 
strategy and relaxation.  It’s simple and 
accessible, requiring minimal equip-
ment. It’s an ideal game for a sunny 
afternoon in the Hudson Valley, bringing 
together friends and family for fun and 
friendly competition.

Horseshoes

The Hudson Valley has a historical 
connection to the game of horseshoes. 
Our area has been a hub of horseshoe 
pitching activity, particularly during the 
early and mid-20th century. Numerous 
horseshoe tournaments and events have 
been hosted here, and you may still find 
a league or two if you look hard enough 
(the National Horseshoe Pitchers As-
sociation is a good place to start).

Of course, the game of horseshoes is 
also tied to our rural and recreational 
culture. Not to mention that when HITS 
comes to Saugerties, you should have no 
trouble finding game pieces. 

All you need to play is one horse worth 
of horseshoes (four to be exact) and two 
stakes set 40 feet apart. Players take turns 
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tossing horseshoes, aiming to encircle 
the stake or land as close to it as pos-
sible. A “ringer” (a horseshoe encircling 
the stake) scores three points, while a 
horseshoe within six inches of the stake 
scores one point. The first player or team 
to reach 21 points wins.

Fun fact if you want to impress at your 
next backyard horseshoe match: In com-
petitive play, the “cancellation scoring” 
method is often used. In this method, op-
posing ringers cancel each other out. For 
example, if both players throw a ringer, 
no points are awarded for those ringers. 
The closest remaining horseshoe(s) to the 
stake would then determine the score for 
that inning.

Cornhole

Legend has it that a 14th-century Ger-
man cabinet maker named Matthias 

Kuepermann invented this popular back 
yard game after seeing kids tossing rocks 
into holes. How’s that for inspiration? 
Fast forward to today, and it’s a staple at 
summer gatherings across the Hudson 
Valley and the entire country. Chances are 
you already are familiar with the game, 
which seems omnipresent in our area at 
backyard barbecues, outdoor festivals, 
microbreweries and roadside eateries. 

Cornhole’s rules and scoring are almost 
identical to horseshoes, just with holes 
instead of stakes and bean bags instead 
of U-shaped metal. The game involves 
two boards with a hole near the top, set 
27 feet apart (you needn’t get out the tape 
measure for a casual backyard game). 
Players take turns throwing bean bags, 
aiming to get them in the hole (three 
points) or on the board (one point) in a 
race to score 21 points.

Lawn darts
How did the act of tossing large, 

sharp metal darts into the air become 
an American pastime in the 1970s and 
1980s? Blame it on aggressive marketing 
and the capitalistic drive to profit above 
all else — even if it meant children were 
regularly ending up in the hospital. It 
wasn’t until 1988 that the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is-
sued a warning on the potential dangers 
of lawn darts. This perhaps made them 
even cooler to some kids, and they kept 
ending up in the emergency room, which 
led to the CPSC banning pointy metal 
lawn darts the following year.

Today, the game is a pale shadow of its 
danger-tinged yesteryears (you can still 
find pointy metal-tipped lawn darts if 
you search online, but you didn’t hear 
that from me). That doesn’t mean the 
pastime has lost all its magic. The new 
and totally safe version of the game is 
played the same way as the weaponized 
one, but the darts just kind of flop onto 
the lawn versus streaking down from the 
heavens and piercing the earth — well, 
hopefully just the earth.

The objective is to land the darts inside 
the target ring, with points awarded 
based on accuracy — traditionally three 
points for a dart inside the ring and one 
point for the closest dart outside the ring. 
The first to reach 21 points wins. 

Net and ball games
Badminton

Badminton sounds like the name of 
a British castle, but it traces back to 
ancient civilizations in Greece, China, 
and India. It evolved from a game called 
“battledore and shuttlecock” (catchy) 
before taking its modern form in 19th-
century England.

Most of us have played this one in our 
school gym class or at a back-yard sum-
mer party. The only equipment needed 
are two to four lightweight rackets, a net 
and a shuttlecock (if you’re prudish you 
can call it a birdie). The game can be 
played singles or doubles, with players 
standing on opposite sides of a net. The 
objective is to hit the shuttlecock over 
the net, aiming to land it within the op-
ponent’s court. A point is scored when 
the shuttlecock hits the ground on the 
opponent’s side, and the first to reach 
21 points wins the game.

This is an easy one to set up anywhere, 

Bocce ball has its origins in Italy.
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and requires just enough skill to be chal-
lenging, but not so much that it’s inac-
cessible. It’s also very hard to take the 
game seriously as the shuttlecock moves 
in unpredictable ways, resulting in a lot 
of flailing about, making it perfect for 
those who are less competitive in nature.

Volleyball

Volleyball, invented just down the road 
in Massachusetts by William G. Morgan 
in 1895, is an American institution. 
Again, most people have played this 
one in gym class. All it takes is one net, 
one ball, and two teams (officially six 
players each, but you can manage with 
less or more).

The objective is to hit the ball over the 
net to land on the opponent’s side while 
preventing it from touching the ground 
on your side. Teams score points through 
rallies, with the first to 25 points winning 
the set. Players rotatAe positions, can 
touch the ball up to three times per side, 
and must avoid net violations.

While you can set up a volleyball net in 
your back yard, many folks in the Hud-
son Valley find it easier to head to local 
parks where nets are already installed. 
Kingston Point, with its beachside vol-
leyball courts, is a prime spot for a game.

Spikeball

Spikeball, a relatively new game, was 
invented in 1989 by Jeff Knurek and 
has surged in popularity in recent years, 
especially among young adults. Combin-
ing elements of volleyball and foursquare 
(aka ‘boxball’), it’s fast-paced and highly 
engaging.

The game is played with a small round 
net placed at ankle height and a bouncy 
ball. Two teams of two players each stand 
around the net. The objective is to hit the 
ball onto the net so that the opposing 
team cannot return it. Each team has 
up to three hits to return the ball, and 
points are scored when the other team 
fails to return it. The first team to reach 
21 points wins.

Spikeball requires minimal equip-
ment  — a net and a ball — and can be 
set up almost anywhere, making it a 
perfect choice for back yards or parks 
in the Hudson Valley. Its high-energy 
nature and quick reflex demands appeal 
to competitive spirits and those looking 
for a fun, intense workout. It’s a fantastic 
way to get moving and enjoy the outdoors 
with friends and family.

Precision and 
strategy games
Croquet

Many of us were first exposed to cro-
quet through Alice in Wonderland, but 
I can assure you that no flamingos or 
hedgehogs are harmed in an actual game 
of croquet.

Croquet is truly a classic lawn game, 
with roots in 19th-century England, 
where it was first popularized by Brit-
ish aristocrats as a leisurely outdoor 
pastime. It became so popular that the 
1900 Summer Olympics featured it as a 
sport (France won).

The game is played with wooden 
or plastic mallets, balls, and wickets 
(hoops). Players take turns using their 
mallets to hit their balls through a series 
of wickets arranged in a specific pattern 
on the lawn. The objective is to navigate 
the course and hit a finishing stake be-
fore your opponents. Points are scored 
by successfully passing through wickets 
and hitting the stake. 

Younger players will enjoy a more 
freestyle experience, laying out wickets 
willy-nilly to create a more interesting 
course to navigate versus the staid pattern 
of the official version. It’s the quickest way 
to turn your back yard into something 
resembling a mini golf course — except 
with tiny sledgehammers as clubs and no 
need to dig holes in your yard.

Disc golf

Speaking of golf, have you tried the 
disc variety? Disc golf has boomed in 
popularity over the last decade. It’s far 
more accessible and far less expensive 
than normal golf, but you get the same 
enjoyment of nature and the outdoors, 

and a similar challenge in developing 
skills, strategies, range-finding abilities 
and throwing techniques. It plays just 
like golf, except you’re throwing discs 
at metal baskets on poles with hanging 
chains to catch the disc (and make a 
satisfying ‘ching’ sound).

The Hudson Valley boasts some 
fantastic disc golf courses. A top three 
might include the hilly and scenic 18-
hole course at Hunter Mountain, the 
diverse and picturesque Beacon Glades 
disc golf course, and the challenging, 
heavily wooded Gunks disc golf course. 
Warwick Town Park disc golf course, 
though a bit farther away, is a favorite 
among many local players. Don’t miss 
Kingston Point’s nine-hole course, ei-
ther. While simple, it offers cool features 
and beautiful views.

Stump

For a game so simple, stump hits the 
nail on the head when it comes to hav-
ing fun with friends in the back yard. 
Also known as Hammerschlagen, stump 
originated in German beer gardens and 
has become a popular lawn game in the 
U.S. The game involves a tree stump, 
nails, and a hammer. Players take turns 
trying to drive their nail into the stump 
with a single swing. The catch? You have 
to use the pointed end of the hammer to 
drive the nail. 

basic rules are simple. Each player’s 
nail starts partially hammered into the 
stump. Players stand around the stump, 
taking turns striking their nail with one 
swift, controlled motion. The first to fully 
hammer in their nail wins. 

What could be more Hudson Valley 
than having a raucous good time while 
standing around a piece of wood? That’s 
our element!
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